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For Sale: A But of Fast-Food History

thought it was a White
(Castle. Then they discovered it might be a
White Knight or a Little Palace, which is
the first cousin of a White Crown.
But whatever it is, it's related via its
builder 1o Little Kastle, Silver Castle, Tiny
Castle and White Palace Inn.

painting the battlements on top.
“1 painted it four or five times," says Linci-
come, who remembers the restaurant as
“clean” with “real nice burgers.”
ding is belng auctioned at 1:30
pm. Wednesday at Kessler and West Doug-
las Auction Service. Its own-
ers, Lindy Andeel and Gene Razook, hope
someone will restore It and use it for an
office or restaurant. “We just bought it for
nostalgia " sald Andeel

It's not surprising that many people think
the building once housed a White Caslle
hamburger stand. For one thing, it's almost
an identical twin to the always white and
always turreted White Castles. For another,
Ihose restaurnnts were founded in 1821 in
Wichita by a shori-order cook named Walt
Anderson and a real estate investor named

Ingram are credited with
the invention of the mndm: hambirger, &
burger patty between buns, and with mn
ing the fasi-food burger busipess. The
White Castle system left Wichita In 1838,
M.lltl.llhulﬁ!mmintldﬂul'rwu&
Louls on enst. The company's headq
mmmummomo.lmmmm
tising and Public Relations Coordinator
Shirley Stapleton says the chain sold 350
million burgers in 1881 with total sales of
il‘m million.

White Knight served burgers, too, says
Bill Ellington, Wichita historian, as did
many early diners who followed in White
Castle’s footsteps.

The White Knight building is

The identity of the Mlild!ns didn't batfie
Wichitan AJ. King The founder of the
Wichita Kings-X restaurants got his start in
the business in 1827, by flipping burgers in
a White Castle. By 1830, he was managing
all Wichita White Casiles and In 1m
bought the three still operating when
f“nﬁhxlell the city, turning Ium Il.l.n

ngs-X.
“White Castles had square turrets and

stands closed about 1951. There were only
two olhu White Knights in the country,

m

Aﬂlh was president of Ablah Ho-
tel Supply Co. when it started manufactur-
ing metnl restaurant buildings. It was
brother Ilaﬂw‘s Idea to tonn‘ruu the pre-

wiring and remuranl flxtures. "ntj’ could

and tesch him to run the grill” Harvey
sald. "Chefs we ol
The secrel o ﬂnum‘lnl success, he sa

now at Douglas and Kessler

doors on the side. That's why White Knight
had & round turret and their door in the
middle,” King says.

Apparently White Knight owner Strahm
wasn't taking any chances after White Cas-
tie took another hamburger chain, White
Tower, to court for copying White Castle’s
building.

In me Ellington says, Rodgers opened
mnother White Knight at 132 N. Main. Both

"I wanted people to know it would be the
same food no matter where they ate,” Har-
vey sald, a prinicipal which most fast-food
chains religiously follow today,

The South Market White Knight bullding
eventually was moved to 13th Street near
the Ken-Mar Shopping Center, says owner
Razook, and then became a liquor store at
1837 Orient Blvd., now Southwest Blvd. He
and Andeel bought the bullding about a
year ago and moved It o the west Wichita
location.
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